[image: image1.png],,,,,,,

~/ christopher williams architects Hc
85 willow sfreet » new haven, ct » 06517

ph (203) 776-0184 « fax (203) 773-3373

chris@cwarchs.com

January 10, 2008

Mr. Robert Levine

Director of Parks, Recreation and Trees
720 Edgewood Avenue

New Haven, CT 06515

Dear Mr. Levine:

Attached is a schematic site plan of a concept for expanding and upgrading the Edgewood Park
Ranger Station. The purpose of the conceptual plan is to establish a basic budget necessary to secure
funding. The budget is intended to address the following items:

1. Expansion of the primary activity room to allow for larger groups to attend functions. The room
should also be sub-dividable by a folding type partition to allow use by two separate groups.

2. The activity room counters and casework that contain various nature-activity items need to be
upgraded and made handicap accessible.

3. The interior has only one public restroom, which is inconvenient and non-building code
compliant. A separate handicap accessible rest room should be provided for each gender. This is
inconvenient for the large groups of elementary school children and their parents that typically
attend functions in the building.

4. The building currently lacks a functional kitchenette, and the nature cabinets should not be used
for this purpose. A handicap accessible kitchenette should be added.

5. The building is situated on the edge of a steep, heavily vegetated ravine, with potential breath-
taking views from within the ranger station. However the existing windows are app. four feet
from the floor, measure about 2 ft high x 3 ft wide, and are covered with jail-like bars on the
exterior. These windows offer virtually no meaningful views, giving the activity room the feeling
of being in a basement. The windows should be expanded in size with lower sills so the view to
the outside can be enjoyed from people of all sizes and ages from within the activity room. For
security reasons, roll down steel doors should be added over the windows.

6. The electrical closet and storage room are situated along the wall of the activity room facing the
ravine. By relocating the elect/ storage areas, additional windows can be added.

7. The two exterior accessed rest rooms need to be modified to comply with handicap accessible
codes. Also, the exterior doors are not as secure as they should be, permitting the entry of vandals
and other undesirable after hours inhabitants. Steel roll-down doors should be added over these
doors.

8. The building lacks both adequate indoor and outdoor adequate storage. Storage rooms should be
added accessed from both outside and inside the building.

Further programming study is necessary to determine an accurate cost, however at this point,
approximately $650,000.00 should be budgeted to achieve the above described improvements. Feel free
to contact me at a time to discuss this further.

Sincerely,

Christopher Williams




